Jacksonville Division

Jacksonville is one of the oldest venues for a federal
courthouse in the District. An ornate 1895 structure
(above left) served as our Post Office, the home of
numerous federal offices, and the District Court. It
survived the Great Fire of 1901 but was replaced by a
larger and equally ornate building on Monroe Street in
1933 (above right). That courthouse, with massive
marble hallways and, wood paneled courtrooms, served
as the U.S. Courthouse and Post Office until 2003. That
year, construction was completed on the present
courthouse (below). Near the heart of historic
Jacksonville, almost on the same site as the previous
buildings, the current courthouse has state of the art
courtroom technology and the highest levels of security.
In 2006, President George W. Bush signed a bill
designating this courthouse as the John Milton Bryan
Simpson United States Courthouse. Judge Simpson was
appointed to the federal bench in 1950 and joined the
Middle District in 1962. He later served on both the Fifth
and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeals. His decisions
were instrumental in desegregating schools and other
facilities in the Middle District. The U.S. District Court,
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, and three judges of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit occupy this
facility.

For more information, you may wish to visit the following
websites:

Middle District of Florida, Middle District of Florida:
www.flmd.uscourts.gov

Middle District of Florida, U.S. Bankruptcy Court:
www.flmb.uscourts.gov

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit:
www.cal l.uscourts.gov

Supreme Court of the United States:
www.supremecourtus.gov

Florida Supreme Court:
www.floridasupremecourt.org

Administrative Office of the United States Courts:
www.uscourts.gov/outreach/index.html

Federal Judicial Center:
www.fjc.gov/history/home.nsf

The National Archives:
www.archives.gov/judicial
www.archives.gov/southeast

Federal Bar Association: www.fedbar.org
(Click “Chapters” for Jacksonville, Orlando and
Tampa pages)

The Florida Bar: www.floridabar.org
(useful “Links” section)

Bar Associations with websites where the Court sits:
www.colliercountybar.org

www.leebar.org
www.jaxbar.org
WWwWw.orangecountybar.org

www.hillsbar.org

This brochure was prepared by the Historical
Committee of the Middle District of Florida with funding
from the Bench-Bar Committee.
www.mdflhistoricalcommittee.com
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